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Ri ver — nts| Emergency Travel 


DISTRICT alata — ALCOAST 047/90 announced changes to funded emer- 
RADM William J. Ecker gency leave travel. The Joint Federal Travel Regulations au- 
CHIEF OF STAFF thorizes each uniformed service to establish its own regula- 
CAPT James L. Walker | tions concerning emergency leave travel for members and 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER | theirdependents. . 
LT Alan B. Carr Under this discretionary entitlement, people stationed 
ASST PAO outside the continental United States can be provided funded 
PAC Richard S. Griggs transportation back to the states for personal emergencies. 
EDITOR Also, people who have a domicile outside the continental 
PA2 R. John Moss United States can be provided funded transportation for them- 
STAFF selves and their dependents regardless of where they are 
PA3 Rob M. Raskiewicz | stationed. . 
SN Gregory R. Dominiak The Coast Guard policy on funding emergency leave 
travel is contained in the Coast Guard Personnel Manual and 
An authorized publication, RIVER CURRENTS is was more restrictive than the other services. After reviewing 
published under the provisions of COMDTINST this policy, the commandant determined the internal restric- 
M5728.2 and the direction ofthe Second District Public tions should be lifted. Effective Aug. 1, the Coast Guard began 
Affairs Office. Views and opinions expressed are not funding emergency leave to the maximum extent authorized 
necessarily those of the Department of Transportation in the Joint Federal Travel Regulations. 
or the U.S. Coast Guard. RIVER CURRENTS shall not Officials who are authorized to approve and issue emer- 
be considered an authority for any official action and is gency leave requests are delegated the authority to authorize 
acnrecord material. travel to any location outside the United States and its posses- 
sions, provided the travel is to the person’s domicile outside 
Story and photo submissions to RIVER CUR- the United States. 


RENTS must be received by the fifteenth of the month This change in policy will be incorporated into a future 
prior to publication. Story submissions should be leg- change to the Coast Guard Personnel Manual. Any questions 
ible and likely will be edited for length and readability regarding funded emergency leave travel should be directed 
for a broad audience. Photo submissions will not be to Commandant (G-PS-1) at FTS 267-1378. 


returned unless specifically requested. Polaroid pho- 0 Se mare 
tos are generally not acceptable. Photo submissions On the front ... | 
should be standard or larger prints from 35mm film, SN Paul Viehl of the cutter Osage appreciates the help of two Cub Scouts | 


| 
; si ; as they unfold the Mount Rushmore National Flag at the opening ceremonies 
either black and white or color. Action photos of Sec- of the Charleston, W. Va., Sternwheel Regatta Aug. 25. See story and photo | 
ond District Coast Guard people doing their jobs are | on page two. (Charleston Gazette photo by Jim Noelker) | 


most likely to be published. Please identify people in | 
the photos. Also indicate the name of the author and/ . ; ie : 
otperanher for orover credit The following people submitted stories, information or photo- 
orp grap PoP . graphs for this issue of RIVER CURRENTS. We greatly appreciate 
their efforts in helping us get their stories told. Remember, the 

RIVER CURRENTS is published bi-monthly with deadline for the December issue is Nov. 15. 


a circulation of 2100 and is reproduced by offset print- 
ing. News and feature articles are solicited from mili- CDR James Robinson, MSO Huntington 
tary benefits programs and Coast Guard people. Ad- | LT Thomas Carroll, CGRU Charleston 
dress all correspondence to RIVER CURRENTS (dpa), | ©! Robert Duld, MSO Huntington 
Second Coast Guard District, 1222 Spruce Street, St. | HS1 Thomas Jacobson, St. Louis Army Health Clinic 
Louis, Mo., 63103. Phone No. (314) 539-2627, FTS 262- QM1 Robert Hendrickson, CGDTWO (osr) 
2627 | YN2 Roger Smith, MSO Huntington 
QM2 Robert Montague, CGDTWO (oan) 
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2 SAVED AFTER CAPSIZING 


Base Small Boat 


At Right Place, 
Right Time 


by PA3 Rob Raskiewicz 


hen Coast Guard Base St. 
Louis responded to what 
seemed to be a routine 


search and rescue case Aug. 20, they 
found that routine can sometimes be 
much more than what’s expected. 
Late that afternoon, the base re- 
ceived a call from a commercial boat 
stating there was a disabled 16-foot blue 
and white runabout near St. Louis’ Gate- 


way Arch. The base launched a 17-footer 
and headed towards the arch. 

The three-man boat crew was in the 
generalarea ofthe reported vessel within 
20 minutes. According to the coxswain, 
Machinery Technician Second Class 
David Firebaugh, the lookouts, Yeoman 
Third Class Kevin Connor and Seaman 
Keith Henery, spotted a boat that re- 
sembled the disabled craft. But the boat 
they were looking for was drifting. This 
boat was coming down the river, back- 
wards. 

“As we went by, the two people on 
the boat were bailing water, but I don’t 
think they saw us,” said Firebaugh. The 
base’s 17-footer continued up river to 
search for the drifting boat. 

“We were about 100 yards away 
when the lookouts yelled, ‘The boat just 
went under!’ As the boat plowed through 


the current backwards, water was 
splashing over the gunwale and into the 
boat,” he said. 

“We turned around and had them 
out of the water within a minute or two. 
Once we had them on board, we nosed 
up to the capsized boat and hitched a 
line to it. We tried to reright the boat, 
but the current was too swift, so we 
towed the boat to the bank and beached 
it. We tied it off, rerighted it and then 
took the two back to the base,” said 
Firebaugh. The rescued crew members 
were then driven to their vehicle near 
the arch. 

The survivors told the Coast Guard 
that they lost their forward gear and 
another boat was towing them. How- 
ever, the boat turned them loose and 
just left them. 


-MSO Huntington And RU Charleston 
Linked By Augmentation Agreement 


| by LT Thomas P. Carroll, USCGR 


| o understand the benefits of a 
| closer working relationship be- 
tween Marine Safety Office 
Huntington, W. Va., and Coast Guard 

| Reserve Unit Charleston, W. Va., all 
| you needed to do was read the front 


| page of the newspapers. 


Commander James Robinson, 
commanding officer of MSO Hunting- 
| ton and Lieutenant James Halley of Re- 
| serve Unit Charleston signed a new 
augmentation agreement June 15. On 
the same day, personnel were called 
upon to activate the augmentation 
agreement almost before the ink was 
dry. MSO Huntington dispatched 
nearly all their personnel and their 
boats to Shadyside, Ohio, where flash 
floods killed 20 people. 


Reservists brought the unit boat 
to Huntington from Charleston. Over 








the busy weekend of June 16-17, the 
MSO duty officer supervised while a 
staff of reservists maintained a Coast 
Guard presence in Huntington. 


That weekend also included the 
Ohio River Sweep 1990 where more 
than 14,000 volunteers from six states 
helped cleanup the banks of the Ohio 
River in a one-day operation. 


Both MSO Huntington and Re- 
serve Unit Charleston are relatively 
small units, but there are significant 
challenges in this area. The MSO is 
tasked with inspecting barges and 
shoreside facilities in some ofthe major 
chemical and petroleum areas of the 
United States, including not only Hunt- 
ington, but also Charleston, W. Va., 
and the Marietta, Ohio/Parkersburg, 
W. Va., areas. 


The MSO is also responsible as 
On Scene Coordinator for spills in the 
Huntington area, and devotes much 


time to necessary inspection of recrea- | 
tional boat manufacturing. Adding to | 
their resources in meeting these func- | 
tions is where the reservists come in. | 


Reserve Unit Charleston, with | 
about 30 people, will augment MSO 
Huntington in teams, performing har- | 
bor patrols, routine boardings and fa- | 
cilities inspections. Reserve person- | 
nel are available on weekends, and 
often on weekdays to meet MSO 
Huntington’s needs. With equipment 
assigned to the reserve unit, especially 
a 17-footer, the unit can provide trained 
personnel for ready response at any 
location within the MSO zone. 


Moretraining for reservists, added 
resources for MSO Huntington, and a 
reinforcement of the spirit of coopera- 
tion between reserve and active serv- 
ice Coast Guard are the payoff to this 
new agreement. 
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Monumental Flag Hoisted 


by CDR James Robinson 


he cutter Osage and Marine 

Safety Office Huntington helped 

transfer the Mount Rushmore 
National Flag from Huntington, W. Va., 
to Charleston, W. Va., Aug. 23. The flag 
was flown during the opening and clos- 
ing ceremonies of the 20th annual Char- 
leston Sternwheel Regatta Aug. 25 and 
Sept. 3. 

The flag was transferred to the 
Osage on the morning of Aug. 23. Dur- 
ing the transfer, crews from the Osage 
and MSO Huntington participated in a 
patriotic ceremony with the playing of 
all verses of both “My Country ‘Tis of 
Thee” and “The Star Spangled Banner.” 
The Osage then headed up the Ohio and 
Great Kanawha rivers to Charleston. 
Opening ceremonies for the Charleston 
Sternwheel Regatta were conducted with 
the raising of the Mount Rushmore Na- 
tional Flag while the Osage provided a 
backdrop. 

The Mount Rushmore National Flag 
was sewn and dedicated at the Kennedy 
Library in Boston and was first unfurled 
during the 50th anniversary ceremo- 
nies of the Lincoln figure on Mount 
Rushmore. The flag weighs 300 pounds, 
measures 45 by 90 feet and requires 


Measuring 45 feet wide by 90 feet tall, the Mount Rushmore National Flag towers over the cutter Osage 
during the opening ceremonies of the 20th annual Charleston Sternwheel Regatta. About 400 people are 
needed to fold the flag back into its travel crate. (Photo by YN2 Roger Smith) 


about 400 people to fold it. 

The flag has been touring the United 
States for five years with the culmina- 
tion being at the Mount Rushmore 
National Monument dedication in 1991. 
This past year, the flag has been used in 


celebration of the Coast Guard’s bicen- 
tennial. Prior to the visit to West Vir- 
ginia, the flag was flown during celebra- 
tions at numerous Coast Guard units 
across the nation and was twice carried 
to sea in the cutter Eagle. 








by PA3 Rob Raskiewicz 





he owner and captain of the 

river boat Spirit of St. Charles, 

surrendered his license to of- 
ficials from Marine Safety Office St. 
Louis, Aug. 2. 


David B. Flavan has been the sub- 
ject of a Coast Guard investigation 
since his vessel collided with the High- 
way 115 Bridge in St. Charles, Mo., 
May 19. The accident occurred on the 
flooded Missouri River and injured 





seven people. 


While looking into the cause of the 
accident, Coast Guard investigators 
routinely checked Flavan’s license to 
operate mechanically propelled vessels 
of not more than 100 gross tons on the 
Western Rivers. They discovered a sig- 
nificant discrepancy. In applying for 
his license in 1986 in Memphis, Tenn., 
Flavan falsely documented his experi- 
ence in order to meet federally pre- 


Captain Relinquishes License 


scribed qualifications. Based upon that 
evidence, Commander Michael 
Donohoe, commanding officer of the 
issuing office, Marine Safety Office 
Memphis, declared Flavan’s license to 
be null and void. He directed that it be 
surrendered immediately to the Coast 
Guard. Flavan turned over his license 
to investigators from MSO St. Louis. 


Flavan has filed an appeal which is 
still pending. 











Changing Of The Guard 


Urquhan Becomes 
4th Ancient Mariner 


by PA3 Rob Raskiewicz 


he title of the Coast Guard En- 

listed Ancient Mariner changed 

hands Aug. 13, in a ceremony 
aboard the cutter Valiant. Master Chief 
Boatswains Mate Donald Urquhart re- 
placed Chief Quartermaster Frank Al- 
bright as the enlisted person who has 
worn the cuttermans pin the longest. 


The ceremony took place in con- 
junction with the Chief Petty Officers 


QMC Frank Albright presents the ceremonial long glass to BMCM Donald 
Urquhart. Urquhart, the officer in charge of the cutter Cimarron, will be the 
fourth enlisted person to hold the distinguished title. 





The aids to navigation branch is 
still working on some engineering 
and quality control problems with the 
newriver tender Kankakee. However, 
the new six-bladed props seem to 
have solved the cutter’s excessive vi- 
bration problem. Assuming all goes 
well, the aids to navigation branch 
says the cutter could be delivered 
soon. 








New Cutter Kankakee 
To Be Delivered Soon 


Association convention in Corpus 
Christi, Texas. 


The Ancient Mariner is a ceremo- 
nial title given to the Coast Guard’s en- 
listed member and officer with the ear- 
liest dates of permanent entitlement to 
the cuttermans pin. The cuttermans pin 
is earned upon completion of five years 
of sea duty, and requires a minimum of 
10 years of total sea time. It’s the job of 
the ancient mariners to keep a close 
watch to insure that the seagoing tradi- 
tions and the time-honored reputation 
of the Coast Guard are maintained as we 
move forward into a high tech future. 


As part of the ceremony, Albright 

retired after 36 
years of service. 
His final assign- 
ment was officer-in- 
charge of Recruit- 
ing Office San An- 
tonio. He enlisted 
in the Navy in 1945, 
the year WWII 
ended. In October 
1947, Albright left 
the Navy and, three 
months later, en- 
listed in the Coast 
Guard. He left the 
Coast Guard in 





The new cutter Greenbrier is 
scheduled to be delivered about a 
month after the Kankakee. The 
Greenbrier will replace the Lantana 
in Natchez, Miss., after the Lantana 
is decommissioned. The Chena will 
not be moved from Hickman, KY., as 
was previously planned. 
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QMC Frank Albright wears the Enlisted Ancient 
Mariners cap for the last time. He passed on the 
watch of the Enlisted Ancient Mariner Aug. 13, 
during a ceremony in Corpus Christi, Texas. 
1955 but reenlisted for good nine years 
later. Albright served aboard six cutters 
and had seven shore assignments. Al- 
bright is a veteran with almost a decade 
and a half of sea time. 


Urquhart, the officer in charge of 
the cutter Cimarron, has spent 21 of his 
36 years in the Second District. He has 
worked on 14 western rivers and com- 
manded seven buoy tenders. 


Urquhart will carry the title of the 
Enlisted Ancient Mariner until he re- 
tires. If he can stay on the rivers, Ur- 
quhart said he’d like to make it 40 or 
more years before he calls it quits. 


Financial Planning 


Financial planning means more than 
buying stocks, bonds and real estate. It also 
means investing in your family's future with a 
will. Even if property is jointly owned, a will 
ensures that everything you own will be 
disbursed per your instructions. 


sr 
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Reservists Ready For 
Coastal Mobilization 





PS3 Thomas McCook of Reserve Unit Charleston, S.C., maintains a safety and security watch around the USNS Bellatrix as soldiers from the Army’s 24th Infantry 
Division board the ship for Saudi Arabia Aug. 15. Hundreds of Coast Guard reserves along the United States east coast were mobilized during the Military Sealift 
Command loadout as part of Operation Desert Shield. (Photo by PA2 Stephen C. Sapp) 





by PA1 Dean Jones 


he Coast Guard Selected Re- 
serve program was established 
to provide trained units and 
qualified people for active duty service 
in time of war, national emergency and 
disaster relief. Coast Guard-wide, over 
12,000 reservists prepare for mobiliza- 
tion by drilling at least one weekend a 
month and performing two weeks of 


active duty for training each year. 

In the Second District, approxi- 
mately 132 officers and 874 enlisted 
people serve at 21 reserve units located 
throughout the Midwest. 

“Our mission is to train for mobili- 
zation. We try to do this by augmenting 
the peacetime missions of the Coast 
Guard,” said Commander Ronald Hind- 
man, chief of the Second District’s 
Readiness and Reserve Division. 

According to Hindman, each re- 


serve unit in the Second District, except 
Reserve Unit Denver, augments an ac- 
tive duty Coast Guard mission. 

“What we've really tried to do in the 
past year or two is refocus ourselves on 
meaningful augmentation that really 
does support the active duty Coast 
Guard,” Hindman said. 

In St. Louis, the two reserve units 
augment Marine Safety Office St. Louis 
and Base St. Louis. At Reserve Unit 
Leavenworth, Kan., the reservists aug- 





ment the mission of the rivertenders 
Gasconade and Cheyenne by servicing 
aids to navigation on the Missouri River 
in the Leavenworth area. 

Vessel Monitoring System Louis- 
ville is nearly 90 percent staffed by re- 
servists. In fiscal year 1989, the VMS 
was activated for 352 days. 

Second District reservists also sup- 
port active duty units and work with the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary in numerous 
regattas, parades and riverfest celebra- 
tions throughout the district. In fiscal 
year 1989, 200 days of TEMAC (tempo- 
rary active duty) were used to support 
this mission. 

According to Hindman, reserve 
units and the active duty units they aug- 
mentare beginning to make agreements 
on augmentation goals. At the begin- 
ning of each fiscal year, the unit com- 
manders negotiate an agreement focus- 
ing on what the reserve unit can supply 
and what the active duty unit needs. 

“Right now four or five of the re- 
serve units have agreements with their 
active duty units. The others will have 
them later this year,” Hindman said. 

To successfully augment active duty 
units, reserve units no longer have all 
their people drill on the same weekend 
each month. 

“Most of them drill at least three 
weekends,” Hindman said. “Quite a few 
do four weekends.” 

Because of its isolation from navi- 
gable waterways, Reserve Unit Denver 
does not augment an active duty unit or 
mission. According to Hindman, their 
mission is unique to Coast Guard re- 
serve units nationwide. 

“Their primary mission is to teach 
an on-the-job training course for perime- 
ter security to reserve units that have 
the responsibility of LORAN station 
security,” Hindman said. “The training 
will be conducted in Denver using the 
resources of the reserve unit, Buckley 
Air National Guard (Airfield) ,and Lowry 
Air Force Base. 

Second District reservists also aug- 
ment active duty missions scutside the 
district. According to Hindnian, 49 re- 
servists volunteered to support the Coast 
Guard’s mission in the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill cleanup in 1989. They spent a total 


of 2,041 days in Alaska. During the busy 
summer months, Second District re- 
servists also support the Ninth District 
search and rescue mission on the Great 
Lakes. 

Reservists periodically participate 
in military exercises for their military 
readiness training. Over 200 Second 
District reservists participated in exer- 
cise Safe Harbor ’89 in Memphis and 
127 participated in Field Training Exer- 
cise (FTX) Bicentennial ’90 in the Hous- 
ton/Galveston, Texas, area. 

“If the U.S. Armed Forces were mo- 
bilized for war, all our reservists except 
50 would leave the Second District,” 
Hindman said. These reservists would 
be sent to coastal units where they would 
augment Coast Guard port and facility 
security mis- 
sions. Of the re- 
maining reserv- 
ists, fourteen 
each would goto 
Marine Safety 
Offices Mem- 
phis, Louisville 
and St. Louis 
and eight would 
augment the dis- 
trict office. 

The Second 
Coast Guard 
District Reserve 
Branch earned 
the Admiral 
Russell R. 
Waesch Award 
for fiscal years 
1988 and 1989 
for their reserve 
accomplish- 
ments. Hind- 
man said the 
district reserv- 
ists were di- 
rectly respon- 
sible for this 
recognition be- 
cause. of their 
high atten- 
dance, mobiliza- 
tion order ac- 
knowledge- 
ments, unit 
strength man- 
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agement and other strong areas of 
support. 

“There is a lot of loyalty to the Coast 
Guard at Second District Reserve units,” 
Hindman said. “There is also a lot of 
friendship and camaraderie among the 
reservists.” 

According to Hindman, this is dem- 
onstrated by the fact that the reenlist- 
ment rate for Second District reservists 
after their first enlistment is 90 percent. 

“Second District reservists are a 
valued asset to their active duty counter- 
parts and a needed component in this 
country’s military readiness,” Hindman 
said. “Our goal is to support the Coast 
Guard by contributing more to the 
service’s peacetime mission without 
sacrificing our mobilization role.” 


MK2 J.C. New, BM2 W.R. Causey, PS2 T.B. McMurry and BM3 B.W. Crosby 
enforce a 200-foot safety zone around U.S. Naval ships of the Military Sealift Com- 
mand in Savannah, Ga., during the loading of soldiers and equipment for 
Operation Desert Shield. Causey and Crosby, of Reserve Unit St. Simons Island, 
and New and McMurry, of Reserve Unit Charleston, S.C., patrolled the Savannah 
River keeping curiosity seekers at a safe distance from the Saudi Arabia bound 
ships. (Photo by PA2 Stephen C. Sapp) 
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Oldest Aircraft 
flies D2 


The Coast Guard’s 02 is the oldest Coast Guard aircraft in service—28 years. 


by PA3 Rob Raskiewicz 


02—there’s not another one like it 
in the Coast Guard’s fleet of planes and 
helicopters. 02 is the designation for the 
service’s turboprop Gulfstream 1 air- 
plane, piloted by Lieutenant Commander 
Al Delgarbino and co-piloted by Lieu- 
tenant Commander Phil Coletti. 

The 02 is used for several missions. 


It is used by the commandant, vice-com- 
mandant, secretary oftransportation and 
other high ranking Coast Guard offi- 
cials for short to medium distance 
commuter and inspection flights. It’s 
also used for the Coast Guard’s opera- 
tional missions—law enforcement and 
search and rescue. Its time in service 
makes it the Coast Guard’s oldest air- 


craft—28 years. 





LCDR AI Delgarbino watches intently while his co-pilot LCDR Phil Coletti fine-tunes the radar. 


The Coast Guard 02, from Air Sta- 
tion Washington, D.C.., flies missions in 
the Second District about 3 times a year. 
On Aug. 13, the 02 carried Second Dis- 
trict staff members to three units: 
LORAN Station Boise City, Okla., the 
cutter Dogwood in Pine Bluff, Ark., and 
Air Station Corpus Christi, Texas, be- 
fore returning to Air Station Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


Coletti’s primary function as co-pilot is navigation 
and communications for the aircraft. 





False Mayday Calls 
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Create CG Dilemma 


by QM1 Robert Hendrickson 

o you remember the fable of 

the little boy who cried “wolf?” 
In the story, a young prank- 
ster called out for townspeople to save 
him from an imaginary wolf. One day 
the lad encountered a real wolfand cried 
out for help. The people, remembering 
his earlier tricks, didn’t come to his aid 
and the boy was eaten. 

That story is over a hundred years 
old, but the little boy who cried wolf is 
alive and well. He is living on the marine 
radio and his story is basically the same 
with the same tragic ending. The only 
difference is the cry of “wolf” has been 
changed to “mayday.” 

On March 25th of this year, the 
fishing vessel Sol E Mar transmitted a 
mayday to Coast Guard stations on Nan- 
tucket and Martha’s Vineyard. When 
those stations responded to the mayday 
transmission, avesselresponded, “Yeah, 
SOS—I’m sinking” in a very calm, sar- 
castic almost laughing voice. No further 
mayday transmissions were heard and 
the incident was eventually dismissed 
as a hoax. Then, three days after the 
mayday was broadcast, the group re- 
ceived an overdue vessel report. The 
name of the vessel? Sol E Mar. 

A search was launched, but only 
debris was located. The Sol E Mar had 
gone down with all hands. A SAR case 
study conducted by the First Coast 
Guard District concluded that the Sol E 
Mar did broadcast a legitimate mayday. 
Tragically, someone else responded to 
the Coast Guard’s replies, putting them 
on the wrong track. 

It is important to note here that 
these cases are not limited to the coast. 
Already this year the Second District 
has had three known hoax distresses. 
Fortunately, our stories didn’t have such 
a tragic ending. 

Is there any way to catch the people 


responsible for these “wolf cries?” Ac- 
cording to Roy Kolly of the Federal 
Communications Commission Wash- 
ington Office of Enforcement, the an- 
swer is yes. 

“We have both mobile units and a 
fixed monitoring net which can DF (de- 
termine the direction of) the signal and, 
through triangulation, fix the position 
of the radio which transmitted the hoax. 
Of course, the longer they transmit, the 
better our fix; it’s pretty hard to get a fix 





“How do you know what 
is and, is not a hoax dis- 
tress? Quite simply, you 
don’t.” 





on a one-time mayday call,” Kolly said. 

You may be interested to know the 
penalties for transmitting a false dis- 
tress. A $600 fine may be levied against 
first-time offenders unless a SAR case 
was opened then the fine jumps to $1,000. 
Add to that fine another $1,250 if the 
offending radio facility is unlicensed. 
Repeat offenders face a possible two 
years in jail and up to $100,000 in fines. 

How can the Coast Guard prevent 
these hoaxes? “One of the best defenses 
against the hoax is public education,” 
Kolly said. By making the public aware 
of what happens when they cry wolf, we 
will at least keep the honest people 
honest. There will of course be those 
who don’t care about the possible con- 
sequences. In this case the best plan of 
action is to keep them on the radio as 
long as possible so as to obtain a good 
DF. 

How do you know what is and is not 
a hoax distress? Quite simply, you don’t. 
To receive a mayday call and dismiss it 
as a hoax is like putting your neck in a 
noose. If, however, you feel a mayday 
call may be a hoax, you should attempt 


to obtain the following information: (a) 
the boat documentation or registration 
number; (b) names of the persons on 
board, addresses, etc.; (c) next of kin 
and phone number; (d) other informa- 
tion of a personal nature; (e) ask the 
questions again and look for contradic- 
tory responses; (f) if you feel you may 
be working with a false distress, advise 
the nearest Coast Guard unit so they 
may contact the FCC and attempt to get 
a DF position; (g) anonymous calls to 
local 911 numbers should be left to the 
municipality for prosecution and deter- 
mination as a hoax. 

As long as radios are used for alert- 
ing the search and rescue network, there 
will be the problem of hoax distresses. 
However, through public education, 
strict legislation, federal policing, and a 
grass roots approach by concerned citi- 
zens and agencies in combating hoaxes, 
the story of the little boat who cried 
mayday may finally come to an end. 


(onTH 
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it 


IN1S18...— 


... World War I came to an end. Six 
hours earlier, an armistice had been 
signed. 

For many years, this event was 
commemorated during Armistice Day, 
a national holiday. Armistice Day has 
evolved into Veterans Day, also 
celebrated on Nov. 11, which honors 
those who have served America in all 


§ wars. 
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Flu May Be Avoided 
With Vaccine 


by HS1 Thomas Jacobson 


he flu (or influenza) season is 
quickly approaching. Usually it 
occursin the United States from 
about November to April. Influenza is a 
viral infection of the nose, throat, bron- 
chial tubes and lungs. Usually flu symp- 
toms consist of fever, chills, cough, and 
soreness or aching in your back, arms 
and legs. These symptoms are usually 
mild and most people are sick for only a 
few daysand recover fully, though some 
become seriously ill. Each year thou- 
sands of people (usually in a high-risk 
group) die from the flu or related com- 
plications. 
Because of this, health officials em- 
phasize the use of an influenza vaccine 
for elderly and people with health prob- 


Caring For Colds And Flu) -— 


lems that make them at high risk for 
more serious complications from the 
flu. For example: people who after even 
light exercise become short of breath 
due to heart or lung disease, those that 
see their physician regularly for long 
term illness, and people with a low resis- 
tance to infection. In addition, a flu shot 
should be given to healthy people over 
65 years of age and anyone who wishes 
to reduce their chances of catching the 
flu. 

Individuals desiring the influenza 
immunization should check with a phy- 
sician before receiving the vaccination. 
Persons who should not be given the flu 
shot include those with an allergy to 
eggs. Anyone that is ill and has a fever 
should delay vaccination until the fever 


Military Awards 


and other temporary symptoms have 
gone. 

The viruses that cause flu frequently 
change, so people who have been in- 
fected or given a flu shot in previous 
years may become infected with a new 
strain. Because ofthis the vaccine should 
be administered every year. It will begin 
to provide protection after about one to 
two weeks. All the viruses in the vaccine 
are killed and cannot infect anyone, 
though there may be some soreness at 
the injection site and occasionally it may 
cause a fever or achiness for a couple of 
days. Keep in mind, flu shots will not 
protect all persons against the flu. They 
also will not protect against other ill- 
nesses that resemble the flu. 


American Forces Information Service 
ow you take care of yourself for winter miseries 
depends on which problem you have and how se- 
vere it is. 

For people who suffer from congestion, Army Dr. (Lieu- 
tenant Colonel) William Meinert recommends a cool mist va- 
porizer. Meinert heads the Department of Family Practices at 
the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences. 

Some doctors prefer warm mist because molds can grow 
in a cool vaporizer, but Meinert said this shouldn’t be a prob- 
lem if you buy a unit that can be cleaned. “Cool vaporizers are 
safer for children, and cool mist water particles can get deeper 
into the passages to break up congestion. If you can afford it, 
an ultrasonic cool mist vaporizer is best,” he said. He doesn’t 
recommend a humidifier attached to your furnace. 

Parents are warned against giving drugs containing aspi- 
rin to children or teen-agers with flu symptoms. Reye’s syn- 
drome, a very serious illness, is linked to children with flu 
taking aspirin. 

Ifyou have the flu, don’t try to resume normal activity until 
you've recovered to avoid a relapse. 

Cold and flu sufferers should drink plenty of fluids. They 
help the body expel the virus more quickly and prevent 
dehydration. 





Coast Guard Commendation Medal with “o”: 
CWO J.W. Baker, MSO St. Louis 
BMCM C.E. Jones, CGC Muskingum 
BMCM M.A. O’Neal, CGC Ouachita 


Coast Guard Achievement Medal with “o”: 
MK1 G. Loiselle, CGC Lantana 
MK2 C.S. Cassel, CGC Cimarron 


Coast Guard Achievement Medal: 
CWO G.F. Drumheller, Group Ohio Valley 
CWO T. Goodman, CGDTWO (b) 
BMC RE. Carroll, RU Leavenworth 
YN1 TJ. Wertz, CGDTWO (m) 


Commandant’s Letter of Commendation w/“o”: 
SS1 R.J. Turner, CGC Gasconade 


Commandant’s Letter of Commendation: 
CWO J.J. Delmonte, Group Ohio Valley 
DC3 D.A. Couto, RU Moundsville 
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Current Notes... 


“News from and for 
| Second District people” 


‘MST Helps Plan 
For Disasters 


Marine Safety Technician Third 
Class Harry Hueston received the 
Middle Tennessee Coast Guard Sailor 
of the Year award from the Fleet Re- 
serve Association Aug. 19, in Colum- 
bia, Tenn. 

Hueston, a member of Marine 
Safety Detachment Nashville, was 
given the award in part for his work in 
developing contingency plans for civil 
disasters. 

In his citation from the Tennessee 
Valley Branch of the Fleet Reserve As- 
sociation, Branch President Gaston 
Creel wrote, “A keen eye for detail and 
amazing ability to foresee response ef- 
forts necessary to assist in situations 
such as oil spills, earthquake disasters 
and nuclear power plant accidents has 
been recognized as a valuable asset by 
local, state and federal authoritities in 

| thisarea. The three major Coast Guard 
Reserve Units and the Tennessee 
Management Agency has often re- 
| quested your expert assistance.” 

MSD Nashville Supervisor Lieu- 

| tenant Commander Dennis Haise said, 
| “The things Hueston’s done far ex- 
| ceed what’s expected of a third class 
| petty officer.” 


Oil Act Increases 
‘Federal 
Oversight 


The Oil Pollution Act of 1990, 

| signed by President Bush Aug. 18, 

creates a comprehensive prevention, 

response, liability and compensation 

| regime for dealing with tanker and 
| facility-caused oil pollution. 

It substantially increases federal 

oversight of oil transportation by set- 


ting new requirements for vessel con- 
struction and crew licensing and man- 
ning. It also mandates contingency 
planning, enhances federal response 
capabilities, broadens enforcement au- 
thority, increases penalties and cre- 
ates a new research and development 
program. 

AS1 billion trust fund is available 
to cover cleanup costs and damage not 
covered by the spiller, whose financial 
responsibility requirements are sig- 
nificantly increased. 

The complete text of the legisla- 
tion can be found in the Aug. 1 Con- 
gressional Record on page H6233. 


New Leased 
Housing Policy 


A recent change in the Coast 
Guard’s leased housing program may 
benefit many people up for promotion. 

Effective immediately, Article 7- 
B-9 (A) of the Coast Guard Housing 
Manual is changed to read: 

“Members who become ineligible 
because of promotion while occupy- 
ing leased housing will be allowed to 
remain in leased quarters until com- 
pletion of their normal tour, as defined 
in Article 4-C-2 of the Personnel Man- 
ual, COMDTINST M1000.6, includ- 
ing extensions.” Previously, promoted 
people may have had to move out if 
they had more than 12 months left on 
a tour. 

“Members who have become in- 
eligible because of promotion will not 
be allowed to continue to occupy Coast 
Guard leased quarters once a tour is 
completed, even if reassignment is 
within the same unit or area. Mem- 
bers who become ineligible for other 
reasons (such aschange in family com- 
position due to divorce) will normally 
be phased out of Coast Guard leased 


housing. However, members with a 
valid hardship may request exemp- 
tion in accordance with Article 7-C-1.” 

This change was recommended 
recently by command enlisted advi- 
sors at a meeting in Washington, D.C. 
The CEAs thought some people were 
not seeking promotion or were even 
turning down promotions in order to 
remain eligible for leased housing. 

See ALDIST 236/90 for more in- 
formation. 


YN Nets $250 
From Idea 
Express 


Congratulations to Yeoman Sec- 
ond Class Roger Smith of Marine 
Safety Office Huntington. 


Instead of complaining about the 
system, Smith used Idea Express and 
did something about it. For his efforts, 
he was awarded $250. 


Smith found the Personnel and 
PMIS/JUMPS Manuals lacking spe- 
cific guidance for commands dealing 
with notification of imminent death of 
a Coast Guard member. Smith’s sug- 
gestion will make it easier to find the 
proper guidance. A change in the 
personnel manual will refer to 
COMDTINST M1850.2B, Physical 
Disability Evaluation System, for 
proper guidance. 


Using Smith’s new change, the 
Coast Guard will be able to handle this 
touchy situation quicker, and, accord- 
ing to Smith, look out for its own. 





YN3 Gary Connell and DC2 Dave Tonkin draw on their golf expertise to advise SKC Scott Simandl how best to sink his putt. The trio competed in the annual 
Second District Commander’s Cup Sept. 13. YN1 Tom Faircloth took the first place trophy with a great score of 77 on a very tough course. Sixty-four people entered 
the Second District Tournament organized by George Basden. The tournament was supported by entry fees, morale funds and donations from Innsbrook Estates 
Country Club, Crystal Highlands Golf Course, Elmwood Golf Course, Colonial Country Club and Gundaker Realtors. (Photo by PAC Richard Griggs) 
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